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ТurkicWeekly presents the weekly review of the most significant developments  in 
the Turkic world.ТurkicWeekly provides timely information and an objective 
assessment on  relevant issues in the agenda of Turkic countries. 
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CONVENTION ON THE LEGAL STATUS OF THE 

CASPIAN SEA WAS SIGNED 

On August 12, the Kazakh city of Aktau hosted the 5th Caspian summit of heads of five 
states, whose territories are adjacent to the Caspian Sea. President of Kazakhstan Nursultan 
Nazarbayev, President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev, President of Iran Hassan Rouhani, 
President of Russia Vladimir Putin, and President of Turkmenistan Gurbanguly 
Berdimuhamedov attended the Summit. 

Following the summit, the Convention on Legal Status of the Caspian Sea was signed; 
experts already called it the Constitution of the Caspian Sea. As the parties note, a carefully 
verified text has been prepared reflecting the balance of interests of all participants. 

Along with signing the basic Convention, a package of important agreements on 
prevention of incidents, on trade and economic cooperation, transport, protocols on 
cooperation in combating terrorism, on cooperation in combating organized crime, on the 
interaction of border agencies were also signed, as well as the first Caspian Economic Forum 
was announced.   

In addition, a mechanism for permanent five-sided consultations of countries at the level 
of ministries of foreign affairs through plenipotentiaries was established at the summit. 

According to experts, main advantages of signed documents are as follows:  
 The Caspian Sea is defined as an inland water body surrounded by land areas that does 

not have access to the World Ocean, which excludes the extension of international maritime 
conventions to it (otherwise, any state could reasonably require entry into the Caspian Sea): 

 the joint use of the main water surface area was determined and a zone of territorial 
waters not exceeding 15 miles wide was identified; 

 The Caspian Sea is recognized as a "zone of peace", where the presence of armed 
forces of extra-regional powers is excluded; 



 it is written that countries can lay pipelines along the bottom of the Caspian Sea, and 
this requires the coordination of the party which sector it will pass; neighbors only need to be 
notified of pipeline routes (however, it is mandatory to comply with environmental 
standards); 

Further strengthening of cooperation in the Caspian region is facilitated by a number of 
agreements signed at the Aktau summit, which, according to the President of Kazakhstan 
N.A. Nazarbayev, "will significantly advance our relations in such areas as trade, economy, 
transport and security." 

In addition, a special format of the Caspian Economic Forum was established, it is 
planned to be held every year alternately in one of the coastal countries (the first forum will 
be held in Turkmenistan in 2019).  

Recall that attempts to determine the status of the sea were made immediately after the 
collapse of the USSR, work on the Convention began in 1996. At the initiative of 
Turkmenistan, the 1st Caspian Summit was held in 2002, the ongoing dialogue continued at 
the summits in Tehran, Baku and Astrakhan in 2007, 2010, and 2014. 

The signing of the Convention on the Legal Status of the Caspian Sea has become an 
important historic event.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF KAZAKHSTAN 

VISITED THE TURKIC ACADEMY 

On August 15, the Minister of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Kanat Abdrakhmanov, visited 
the International Turkic Academy to familiarize himself with the work of the organization. 

During his visit, K. Abdrakhmanov visited the museum of the Turkic Academy, got 
acquainted with its library fund, as well as with current research projects of the Academy. 

The main part of the minister's visit consisted of the meeting with the Academy staff, 
where Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Kazakhstan to Iran 
Baghdad Amreyev, member of the Council of Elders of the Turkic Council Adil Akhmetov, 
director of the department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan 
Alibek Bakayev took part. 

During the meeting, the president of the Turkic Academy Darkhan Kydyrali briefed the 
minister on the current work of the organization. In his turn, K. Abdrakhmanov highly 
appreciated the work of the Academy, emphasizing the important role of scientific ties for 
rapprochement of countries and peoples. 

In addition, he also awarded a number of employees of the organization with the 
Certificate of Appreciation of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan. 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 
FOOTBALL TEAM OF UZBEKISTAN WON THE 

BANGLADESH TEAM 

 

On August 15, Olympic Football team of Uzbekistan won a major victory over 
Bangladesh team in the first round of the group stage at the Summer Asian Games in 
Indonesia. According to the tournament website, the match ended with a score of 3:0. 

Goals were scored by a striker Zabihullo Urinboyev (23"), midfielders Dostonbek 
Hamdamov (57") and Ikromjon Aliboyev (66"). 

The national team of Uzbekistan was composed of such well-known athletes as Botirali 
Ergashev, Rustam Ashurmatov, Akrom Komilov, Abbos Otakhonov, Jaloliddin Masharipov, 
Odil Khamrobekov, Zabihullo Urinboyev, Zhavohir Sidikov, Ikrom Aliboyev, Doston 
Hamdamov, Dostonbek Tursunov. The head coach of Uzbekistan team is Ravshan Khaidarov. 

Another pair of Group B in the summer Asian Games - Qatar and Thailand - played a 
draw with a score of 1:1.  

 
 
 



 
ALMATY HAS CELEBRATED A DAY OF SPORT  

On August 19, Kazakhstan celebrated the Day of Sport. The holiday is celebrated in 
Kazakhstan every third Sunday of August every year. 

The Sport Day was established in accordance with the decree of the President of 
Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev on November 15, 2003. It is devoted to the development 
of sports and honoring the sports achievements of domestic athletes. 

In honor of the holiday, the Department of Physical Culture and Sports of Almaty 
traditionally has congratulated veterans of sports. 

In addition, various recreational activities were organized for citizens in the M.Gorky 
Central Park of Culture and Recreation. Young athletes from sports schools of the city took 
part in sports games in the park. Winners were awarded medals, diplomas and gifts. Various 
concert shows were presented for residents and guests of the city. 

Moreover, within the framework of the Sports city of Almaty program, weekly trainings 
of Almaty Street Fitness with the participation of experienced instructors from Fitness Blitz 
gym were held among all people willing to attend them. 

It should be noted that the holiday of sports is celebrated with holding sports events and 
festive competitions all over Kazakhstan. 
 


